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THe BRITISH STAGE was at no time more rich 
in private worth than at the preſent moment :—and 
however it may have fallen off in profe/zonal ex- 
cellence, the candid and unprejudiced muſt ac know- 
ledge, t hat, there are yetleft ſome ornaments to em- 


belliſh its choiceſt ſcenes :—ornaments that will not | 
be forgotten till time ſhall have dropped its curtain 


aver the race by whom they were remembered. 


The author freely confeſſes, that where there is 
ſo much merit to dwell upon,” he has occupied an 
inconſiderable ſpace indeed; on. the ſcore of blame 3 
aware that, | 
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LONDON THEATRES. 


In all the ſolemn ſtate of pictur'd woe, 
See, in the depth of yonder nodding grove, 
The fav*rite daughter of the weeping muſe, 
The matchleſs Stppoxs | 
The paly radiance of the filver moon 
Darts thro” the whiſp'ring trees, by Autumn thinn'd, 
As its chill winds precede fad Winter's reign, 
And ſtreaks the lonely path thro*' which ſhe glides. 
How dear to ſentiment, how dear to thought, 
Are the juſt accents flowing from her tongue ! 
The marking changes pictur'd in her face! 
The varying movements of her finiſhed form, 
Replete with all that dignity can give.— _ 
Ah! heard you not the agonizing ſhrick, 
That winds in thrilling echo through the gloom, 
O'er which with ſullen ſound the thunder rolls ? 
*Tis the lone wart which ſhe alone can pour, 
| When hopeleſs miſery ſplits the mad'ning brain, 
When torture rends the lacerated heart, 
When its ſwell'd chords are burſting from theirhold, 
*Ere the whelm'd ſoul, —(the cup of anguiſh drain'd) 
Quits with convulfive throbs the trembling frame. 
And who like thee, O Sippoxs ! can pourtray 
The force of ſorrow acting on that frame, 
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? THE LONDON THEATRES, 


Diſplay the ſudden ſtart, —ſoul-thrilling look ? 


With ſkill unerring !—dear to Nature's ſelf, 


Dear to the muſe, who, penitve o'er her urn, 
In thee her darling, and her boaſt beholds, 
The nameleſs richneſs of departed worth, 
Again reviv'd to dignify the ſtage, 


When fancied woe preſides, and thou art Queen ! 


There long remain to pour the matchleſs lay 
Of that great dramatiſt, whoſe living ſcenes 
Were form'd on Nature's plan, and graced by thee. 
When drooping genius mourn'd, and few indeed 
Were left for ſad Melpomene to own, 
A Siddons roſe, and all her rites reſtored. 
Then Tragedy ! on Drury's ancient boards, 
Engag'd the public mind, and then we view'd, 
A Pritchard's dignity; a Cibber's fire; 
A Yates's nerve, when injur'd majeſty 
Indignant graſp'd the dagger or the bowl ! 

Juſt e're the curtain looſened from its ſtay, 
Dropp'd o'erthe pictur'd corſe, and clos'd the ſcene. 
A TT To i Ta ri a rr rt rn inn - 

With penſive gaze, and heart arreſting ſigh, 
With murm'ring accent ſoft, and woe-begone, 


The modeſt KemBLE meets her juſt applauſe. 


Hark ! the loud roar, and now the fable train, 
Purſue with dreadful yell---the man of trade, 
The buyer of his race, to chains condemn'd, 

And all the direful ills, which wait the /lave ! 
He ſeeks the cavern, and, yet trembling, views 
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THE LONDON THEATRES. 9 


The ebon maid. —The faithful Yarico, 

Aſleep with ſacred innocence and peace ! 

She wakes ! ſhe looks! ſhe loves! and to her heart 
Claſps th' ingrate who meditates her ruin ; 

F*en in the hour in which ſhe ſaves his lite ; 

And faves it at the hazard of her own!— 

The tale is known toall : Simplicity 

Has plac'd its ſtamp on Tarico ! the ſtage, 

Receives her—Colman's claſſic pen 

Has raiſed the intereſting ſcene, to laſt 

Till time and nature cloſe, and ALL 1s STILL. 

Ah Kemble, could it laſt, with powers like thine, 
To raiſe the poet's theme, and reach the heart ;--- 
How vain the wiſh ! but never may the muſe, 
Who pays this honeſt tribute to thy worth, 

Behold another Yarico ;---to thee, 

To thee alone, the ſable heroine clings, 

And has not yet—nor e'er will, own thy peer. 


With aſpect penetrating, ſtrong and bold, 

(A well tried ſtager, to 'Thalia dear) 

Behold Ma'am MarTrocks, ſtill alert and gay, 

In vulgar epilogues the lady ſhines ; 

In ſnip ſnap char, to her the palm reſign, 

Ye chambermaids, and all ye lowly herd, 

Who bolſter up the ſcene which needs your aid. 

— Time was, * but that's no matter,” when in ſong 
The fair one, with her help-mate, took the lead, 


The Patty and Roſetta of her day. 
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IO THE LONDON THEATRES, 


Thoſe tuneful hoursare gone—and goodman Time, 
Has long purſu'd his journey fince their cloſe. 
— The riſing race will now ſmall credence give, 
When, from thetr elders, they are gravely told, 
That Billingion, by MaTTocks was outdone. 

Coppa 

Sportive JORDAN, in thy ſmiles, 
Love exhibits all its wiles: 
Sprightly humour, native eaſe, 
SUCH as thine muſt ever pleaſe. 

Arch thy glance, bewitching fair; 
Wildly floats thy graceful hair; 
A child more favour'd, more alone, 
Euphroſyne ſhall never own. 
Still charm as erſt in all thy. varied parts; 
Still reign, deſerving nymph, the queen of hearts; 
For public merit private worth combine, 
To form th” unfading wreath ſo truly thine. 


With lively air, impreſſive face, 

A form of ſymmetry and grace ; 

With all that ſpeaks, (and praiſe apart) 
That ſpeaks a good and gentle heart, — 
We hail thee, Faxren; winning maid,— 
In Nature's ornaments array*d. 

When time-mark'd Abington retir'd, 
You gave what Teazle then requir'd. 
You fill'd, and ſweetly /ook'd the part, 
And won Thalia's beating heart, 
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Till then, fair nymph, the ſiſters twain 
By turns, had held her in their train; 

By turns, their higher ſcenes was grac'd, 
By turns their Farren they embrac'd. 


np 

With pigmy form and ebon eye, 
Dark brown BLanD, as giply ſly, 
Trips it as ſhe f{zr7s along, 
Yielding but to few in ſong : 
O ſcandal, what an errand jade! 
Would all thy ſayings were unſaid, 
"That fo our Bland might ſtill be gay, 
And green-room goſſip die away. 

avi 

The ſprightly FoxTENELLE juſt ſeen and gone, 
Now roams an alien to her native land, - 
To gain in other realms the meed of praiſe ; 
Nor ſhall it be denied---Her private worth, 
Her merit in a walk beyond her years, 
Her filial duty, and her guileleſs heart, 
Shall gain a juſt renown---denied her here. 


CO ——CC  — 


The halcyon days, when Garrick ruled the ſtate, 
Of ancient Drury are remember'd ſtill, 

With fond regret, nor ſhall his fair renown 

Be left unſung, or ſaid till time ſhall call 

The tongue to ſilence, by fair memory charg'd, 
And lay the head he filver'd in its grave. 

Hail to thee, bard of Avon's ſilver ſtream, 

Nature and thee were one! when thou wert born 
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The goddleſs, ſmiling, watch'd thy infant mind, 
And led thee to the verge of Fancy's realms, 

Who fondly view'd thy all-creating hand 

Enrich the ſcenes of imitative life ; 

While every ſcene ſupporting her fair cauſe 
Induc'd the crowd to venerate the name 
Of heaven-born virtue! _ 

Names honour'd, names lamented, thine ſhall live, 
All tow'ring Shakſpeare, till old Time is check*d 
In his long courſe, from age to age purſued; 
Check*'d by the power who all his works ſhall end, 
And bid his ample pinions wave no more. 

But Garrick, thine, as years may roll away, 

Shall leſs and leſs be prais'd, as leſs and leſs 

The mortal race become who own'd thy worth, 

In Lear, in Richard, Benedick, and Brute. 
Thine may be loſt, or e'er the ſhrine be rais'd, 

So long expected, and too long delay'd, 

To bear it from a Bacon's taſteful hand. 

When Garrick died indeed, a Shakſpeare's muſe, 
Remain'd unhonour”d till our KEMBLE came, 
And in a Denmark's prince, revived her fame! 
Nor Denmark's prince alone ! ſtern Richard next, 
Call'd for the loud acclaim, and next Macbeth 
Engag'd the penetrating eye of taſte, 

While nature, witneſs of the perfect worth, 
Sigh'd for a Garrick gone—for ever gone ; 
But, ſmiling, own'd a Kemble ſtill remain'd, 
** To give the world aſſurance of a man,” 
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Born to ſupport, and raiſe the bard's renown ! 
And raiſe the bards renown £—Nay ſtarts not 
__ muſe! 
—— AND RAISE THE BARDS RENOWN ?—re'echoes 
FAME. 
As her loud trump on CoxtoLanus dwells. 


——_—_— 


— 


In thy domeſtic. tale of ſcenic woe, 

Thy gameſter, heart arreſting Moore, we view, 

Judicious Arckin, full of ſenſe and truth, 

In faithful Jarvis, warm the honeſt heart, 

That beats as nature prompts where'er ſhe turns, 

To place her ſtamp on Fiction's penfive ſtrain. 
Let Fairfield, and a train of characters, 

Where plain and honeſt manners are the mark, 

Proclaim an Aickin's worth, who looks, who feels, 

The ſentiment he utters ; and exalts 

The theme, with lively intereft fraught, with moral 

crown'd! "y 

A Britiſh audit'ry ſhall ever own, 

Such are the pillars of a Brit ſtage. 

Who to the duties mark*'d in honour's ſcale, 

On the great ſcene of life, with nicer ken, 

Obſerves their bearing, conſequence, and end? 

—Above diſguiſe he treads the forward path ; 

And © men eſteem him rightly.” 


L— 


KinG ſtill unequall'd in the limping lord, 
Yclep'd Lord Ogleby, will ne'er be ſeen 
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Too often, where his talents ſhine confeſs'd,; - 
As here they do, unrivall'd yet; and pure. 
In Teazle next, where whim and feeling meet, 
In ſtrange conjunction meet, he ſtands alone.--- 
In Braſs, and others like him, let me ſtill 
Behold my favourite Kzzg ; and but the ſpace 
Forbids enlargement, I could fondly dwell 
On all that ſterling worth by critics priz'd: - 
Critics who honour, not di/grace the name. 
eee ——— 


Parsoxs ! dame Nature's wonder and delight, 
How haſt thou, child of merriment and glee, 

From Garrick's golden days to thoſe we own, 
With tender frame (for many a year aſlail'd, 

By meagre Aſthma's all deſtroying power) . 

Come forward to thy friends, while equal warmth, 
« Of friendly greeting paſs'd on either ſide.” 

The while, too evident to all appear'd 

The lurking illneſs, ſtruggling with the will ! 

Oft has thy humble poet, and thy friend, 

Mix*'d with the gods to join with honeſt hands, 
Who give no palm but where the heart approves. 
—Alas thy place is vacant! In thy loſs, 
The comic muſe now owns a loſs indeed, 
As all in vain the goddeſs turns around 
For ore to fill it, with an equal claim 
For general acceptation. 
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THE LONDON THEATRES. I; 
Dov ſtill the fop of fa/bion wears the bays ; 
None on the preſent ſtage can reach him here, 
InAgue Cheek, the pure comedian view : 
Away with prejudice, and envy---hence, 
While //ving,---candour, give him merit here, 
'Tis nature, genuine nature through the whole ! 
'Tis all the bard e'er meant, or © truth's a /:e.” 
And could he riſe to view the part ſo fill'd, 
 Soably fild, with all that it requires, 
| The venerable ſhade would ſmile to ſee, 
His muſe ſo honour'd, and deſcend in peace. 


BurTox, in humble ſtation, ne'er offends, 
Burton is modeſt, there his merit lies; 
Burton be modeſt ſtill, and keep thy friends. 


Wes, anactreſs of merit and ſurely of wieght, 
Allowed on all hands, of ſome uſe to the ſtate. 
There are ſome who knew Clive, and more who 

knew Green, _ 
Both ſommon'd by fate, from the varying ſcene : 
The varying ſcene both of /ife and the tage, 
But not till ſtern time had conſign'd them to age. 
Their parts werelong fill'd by this round-about dame, 
In which ſhe has gather'd ſome laurels from fame; 
Reſt her ſoul, ſhe is gone, not to earth's narrow bed, 
And with her much portion, of humour is fled ; 
For a time ſhe was miſs'd until DaveneoRT came, 
And Davenport juſtly is favour'd by fame. 
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When well form'd Harrow's ſeen in breeches 
Her dainty leg the eye bewitches, | 
Sure none has ſeen and none will ſee 
Her Dolly give a diſh of tea * 

Without a free approving ſmile 
Join'd with juſt ſhare of praiſe the while. 


_— 4 


When on the ſtage there's many own thy merit, | 
In parts which ſuit thy temper and thy /piri ! 

That temper and that ſpirit, of the ſtage, 

Muſt ſurely, WALDRON, all good hearts engage. 
EY 

When vulgar manners are pourtrayed to view, 

Who gives the picture with a touch more true; 

Than RozerT ParmeR.---But in brilliant ſcenes 

Diſplaying rank, and life, and manners fit,--= 

I've ever wiſh'd ſome other in his place. 


———_— 


D1cxum, thou jolly child of pleafing ſong, 
I never yet have thought the air too long, 
When the compoſer to ſome plantive meaſure, 
Some added gem to Melancholy's treaſure, 
At once replete with melody and mind, 
His arduous labours has to thee conſign'd. 


GC ———— 


Of pleaſing form of tender years 
In Lzake another Crouch appears ; 
And ſooth to ſay the comic muſe 
In Leake another Darling views, 
* In Waldron's, Heigh ho for @ Huſband. 
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In thee too, Powell, from her ebon throne, 
The tragic muſe a favour'd child ſhall own. 


——_ 


To thee, Ds Came, to thee belong 

The powers that charm the ſportive throng ; 
Struck with thy form, thy eaſe, thy grace, 
The mind which animates thy face: 
Thalia hail'd thee with a ſmile, 
And bade thee many a heart beguile. 

Bade thee her lively ſcenes inſpirit, 
Blend private worth with public merit. 
—Few years are paſs'd, fince, in the mazy dance, 
We ſaw thee firſt a little elfin form, 
Led by the Graces, where thy infant ſteps, 
And loud applauſe the early effort crown'd, 
When Richard Cour de Lion's ſplendid ſcenes, 
Ruſh'd on the town aud rais'd the artiſt's fame. 
High in the town's beſt praiſe ; De Camp firſt /poke, 
While the pleas'd audience hail'd the prattling 

child : 

Of this no more—for now the giant fane, 
Rais'd round the ſpot where poor old Drury ſtood, 
Forbids the ſhew of baby excellence: 
Now, on its ſpacious ſtage, een Palmer ſtuffd, 
For pond'rous Falſtaff, as he rolls along, 
Appears a pigmy form, a pamper'd dwarf, 
To the ſpectators ſeated in the clouds. 
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Where Palmer ſhines; a Sheridan can tell, 

In his own Surface who can play ſo well ? 

In Wilding--Ranger--Shakſpeare's drunkenknight, 
In Bobadil, the ſwelling braggart wight ; 

In Falſtaff —Harry—Richmond---fair renown, 
The generous meed of a diſcerning town, 

Has long been Palmer's ; long may it remain ; 
Long may he grace new Drury's ample plain, 

The firſt of GentRar AcTors, 


Cy 


-But who 1s this, with lively glance and free; 


Whoſe countenance beams mind, and ſoul, and fire, 
Whoſe flexile form and eaſy frolic air 

Speak her alliance to the comic muſe ? 

'Tis G1BBs, the pretty! G1Bss, by all admir'd. 


What dulcet ftrains now float upon the air, 


And fill extended ſpace? How clear, how full, 
That ſwell of harmony; and now how ſoft, 

It ſinks to tuneful whiſpers : now again 

It riſes, thrilling to the raptur'd ear: 

'Tis' Milton's echo from a CRovcn ! how fweet ! 
Fair ſongſtreſs, to exalt thy name ſtill more, 

To place it in the liſt of firſt rate worth, 


| A Kelly came, and made thee what thou art. 


— — 0 
—_ —— ——— 


Garrick, when his Jubilee, 
Join'd by voice and minſtrelſy, 

On old Drury's well form'd ſtage, 
With the town was all the rage, 
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BANNISTER, With forceful tone, 
Mellow, deep, and all his own, 
Took the lead of all the train 
That fill'd the /erenadzng ſtrain : 
Liſtening crowds approv'd the while, 561 
« Lovely beauty deign'd to ſmile.” 
*Twas not all the ſcenic aid, 
Garrick's CyMon that array'd, 
Would have lengthen'd out its day, 
Had not Merlin prov'd its ſtay. 
'T was not all the grand deſign, 
Which mark'd its numerous ſcenes divine, 
Cloathing rich © A Chriſtmas Tale,” 
Would have made thoſe ſcenes prevail : 
Fancy and Loutherbourg were vain, 
Compar'd to good Bonora's ſtrain. 
Long, convivial ſon of glee, 
Long may health remain with thee. 
Honeſt Charles will ne*er offend, 
While genuine wit ſhall own a friend. 
When thy mortal race is run, 
Let men behold thee in a ſon; 
Born to grace a father's name, 
Take his laurel wreath from Fame; 
Nor ſhall a fading leaf be ſeen, 
Departing from its native green. 


1A 


| ——— — —— 
— —— — When the ſtroke 
Which all muſt bend to, met thee in thy noon, 
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Of riſing glory, and well carn'd renown, 

Impreſſive HexnDzRs0N-—-te HARLsy's mind, 

To Harley, who thy memory reveres, 

Thy ſpirit, and thy manner, were transferr'd. 
How, in crowds; 

To view thy Richard, and: thy Shylock;- preſs'd 

Impatient multitudes ; while on thy praiſe, 


The daily prints contended which ſhould! moſt 


Exalt thy genius, and extol thy worth; 
That worth transferr'd ; a diff *rent theatre 
Demands a diff *rent treatment, fervile praiſe 


Appears no more ; and ſoon in: characters. 


Unworthy of thy powers, we-ſaw thee plac'd. 
But genius will be known, nor-daring art, 
Nor management ſhall cruſh-it; Maſlinger, 
Reviv'd, again preſented thee, thy/#lf reſtor'd, 
Original and bMliant.---In Sir Giles, _ 
Yougain'd an honeſt,, and an unbought fame; 
Thine own,- which manager could never give, 


Thine own, —— which: manager could ne&'er reſume, 
In Jephſon's finc-wrogant tale, om FepIpole $ 


mould, 
The-poet's ſtrains were dignified by thee. 
In Whitehead's Roman Father, © laſt, not leaſt,” 
Impreſſive Henderſon, you. greatly ſhone ! 
Beyond your ſtrength, you;Fe/t a patriot zeal, 
And gain'd from — a palm—from Fate, a death ! 
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Of riſing glory, and well carn'd renown, 
Impreſſive HexnDzr80N---te HAaRGaey's munO, 
To Harley, who thy memory.reveres, |. 
Thy pirit, and thy none were ttansferr'd. 
How, 1 in crowds; | 
To view thy Richard, and: thy Shylock;-preſs'd 
Impatient multitudes ;| while on thy praiſe, 


The daily prints contended. which ſhould moſt 


Exalt thy\ genius, and extol thy worth; -. 

That worth transferr'd ;/ a diff *rent theatre 

Demands a diff *rent treatment, ſervile praiſe 

Appears no more ; and ſoon- in; charafters . 

Unworthy of thy powers, we-ſaw. thee plac'd. 

But genius will be known, nor-daring; art, 

Nor management ſhall cruſh it; Maſſinger, . 

Revivd, again preſented thee, thy/elf reftor'd, 

Original and bMliant.---In Sir Giles, | 

Yougain'd an honeſt, and an unbought fame; 

Thine own, ——which manager could never give, 

Thine own, —— which: manager could ne'er reſume, 

In Jephſon's finc-wronght: tale, Hom Wy pole's 
mould, 

The poet's ſtrains were dignified by thee. . 

In Whitehead's Roman Father, © laſt, not leaſt,” 

Impreſſive Henderſon, you, greatly ſhone ! 

Beyond your ſtrength, . you;7e/z a patriot zeal, 

And gain'd from Fame, +palo—from Fate, a death! 
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HaRLEy, thy pupil, one day will receive 


Yes, ſenſe and feeling, hail'd the wiſh'd return 
Of Pops, too. long an alien to the ſtage, ... 
Where Southern” s ſable chief inkegg his —_ 
— When, in'tears, 


Evand trembling, doubting, claſps his child, 


His low'd Enphraſia': and whenmore aflur'd, 
That child, the paragon. of dau ghters ſtands; 
In filial trembling hope, before her father z 

Juſt as when Nature; © breaking i its own laws,” 
Completes the taſk which/retiovates his frame. 
How all the father reſts upon his look ; 

How accent; manner, ation, all confeſs 

The parent, ſuch as nature and the muſe 
Would wiſh it PL hit'd, ere upon the boards 
The poet's labours ſought the public voice. 


---Ere Barry's; wife and: huſband---father---child, 


One in the p:Zur'd, one the real ſtage, 


. With kindred genius, equal to pourtray- 


The Muſe's boldeſt flights—adorn'd the ſcene, 
By Murphy rais'd, to whom the Britiſh ſtage, 


Muſt ever own a debt of gratitude. 


HoLMan, in fair department, and in mind, 
Nature hath not been niggard in her gifts : 
Then do not thou, ungrateful, ſlight her laws : 


His right, bis honeft right ; from Chance or Time 
The unaſſuming actor's only hope. 
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So ſhall thy author flow diſtinct and clear ; 

The broken ſentence---Art's deteſted trick, 

No more be heard.---In Romeo's ſtol'n farewel. 
With gentle love-fick Juliet---ne'er again, 
Where all ſhould be in whiſper ſoft and low, 
Mild and harmonious, as fair love itſelf, 

Shall Judgment's ear be ſtartled with a rant, 
More ſuited to the tyrant Bagazet. 

In his laſt rage, or cruel Richard, thine, 
When calling Richmond forth to meet thy a ; 
Then to the lovers plaint, all trembling, ſad, 

All anxious for its much lov'd objects peace ; 
Endanger'd by the midnight enterview,  - 

For which ſhe quits the couch of ſoft repoſe, 

To breathe in ſtill reſponſe her maiden VOWS. 

In Drury's wid'ned amphitheatre, 

In ſcenes like thefe, where ſound muſt be convey'd, 
To the far diſtant crowd in gallery rows, 
Propriety is outrag'd. Thoſe below; 

(Plac'd at juſt diſtance, in the neighbouring pit, ) 
Behold the Roman traitor ſteal toward 

The couch of ſleeping gentle Imogen, |; 

As fearful every ſtep might wake the fair. 

Behold him. view the chamber, and, at length, 
Note on her boſom, the © cinque ſpotted” mole : > 3 
Then, hear him tell his villainous intent, : 
In tones high rais'd, diſcordant, and unfit, 

To gods aſſembled in their lofty ſeats!— 


Drury, thy vaſt and tow'ring ſpace has prov'd 
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'THE LONDON THEATRES, — +23 
The builder's triumph, but the :aQor's bane. ' 
: On thy broad boards, the whiſtling winds aroun'd, 
Annoy the ſhiv'ring hero, as he moves, 
And chgatters o'er his leſſon, numb'd by cold 
Intenſe, and hurtful to his powers and frame. 
Triumph ye dancing, and ye dumb-ſhew tribe, 
Where the light h2e/, a ſtranger to the nzap, 
Hath now brave footing, for its mazy rounds. 
Ye bulls, ye bears, rejoice !—Ye chargers thrive, 
Thrive in your falls theatric, pamper'd high, 
' For grand and glittering+ſpetacles to come. 


Fav'rite of Momus, © laughter loving god,” 
The prince of low comedians, Quick, to thee, 
Now Parſon's is no more; Thalia turns, 

To do her ample right, —nor turns in vain. 


And Svzrr, thou, by induſtry ſhall gain 
A ſolid footing in the town's eſteem. 


Neceſſity, thy call is ever heard 

By ready Bzns0x :---ever at a pinch, 

'Fhou fidgetting and hurrying dame, we view . 

I hy ſervant at thy beck; correct and well: 

_ gy leaſt as well as may be for the time 
Allotted for the taſk by thee decreed. 

To night O'Keefe's RED L1ow claims his aid, 

And, daſh my buttons, he's the landlord there. 

To-morrow, Colman's rags are to be worn, 
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Afd mad Ocuvien, oh and TY appears, 

And rants, and ftorms, and frets, as 99" OG ſhould. | 

| While, if not Kemble, -he is Benſon fill, - 
A man of note daring, and ome worth. "* 

7 

When "na x, child of Error, Yearly paid. 

For every rumour'd, every geal fault, | 

And preſs'd, untimely preſs'd---the lap of carth, 

Munpen came forward, to ſupply his —_ 

But Edwin had-a manner that nj 

The imitator's utmoſt ſkilto-reach 3. 

| A manner buried with him-in his grave ; 

A manner ne'er to be reviv'd again! 

_ This Munden knew, and from his own conceit 

Produc'd bis Jermmy Jugnps---the: bold attempt . 

Succeeded to his wiſh, and gain'd the town. 

In Darby next he ventur'd ; .here agarn Er 

The outline was his own, and prov'd a ſkull: 

But merit more important is his boaſt : 

Not to the light burletta is confin'd 

Thoſe powers which now enrich the higher ſcenes - 

Of ſterling comedy. In Grey-beards, there, 

In dreſs, in look, decrepitude and ſpeech, 

He moves, and ſeems indeed the man of age. 

For dreſſing CHARACTER he bears a name, 

Nor will it be forgotten, or put by,--- 

The Munden cut, when Munden's day is paſt. 
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MiSy CATLEY wn the Chmacden 4 RACHEL. 
| Srean, darkorrant dounright leggars. 5 | 
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When through thy winding ſhades, ( Vauxhall) was 
heard 

The tones of IncLEDoN, harmonious, clear ; 
Filling thy ſportive and enchanting realms 
With melody unheard before, or known : 
Aſſembled crowds in loud encore proclaim'd 
The ſongſter's triumph, and the hearer's taſte. 
Remov'd from thence, ſome ſeaſons now are paſt, 
Since an a winter ſtage, the public own'd, 
. In him, the head of all its tuneful train. 


f 


— 


Sportive, playful, arch, and free, 
Lovely MazrTrs, hail to thee! 

Catley's pupil---Catley's boaſt; op 
| Catley, in herſelf an hoſt, 

Watch'd and taught thy infant powers, 
Gave thee to the laughing Hours, 

Led thee, full of youth and glee, 

To the blythe Euphroſyne; 

Then from Fancy's realms retiring, 
With her genius all inſpiring, 

To thee reſign'd the vacant throne, 

In Thumb's fam'd drama, now thine own. 


Long in Comedy's paths, but not too long I ween, 
Sprightly Pops has embellith'd the varying ſcene. 
In Thalias bright train ſhe is juſtly renown'd, 

And with laurels unfading, by Fame has beencrown'd. 
rr ere rr et renin mth hag Sun nant wan bene 
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For nature, variety, judgment, and eaſe, 

Her nameſake (once youns) is ſure ever to plealc. 

To night with Thalia, all gay ſhe appears, + 

With Melpomene next ſhe's difſolved in tears ; 

To which muſe ſhe inclines---it is hardto ſet down, . 
In the ſervice of either ſhe's ROE by the town. 


ET IeIE———— 


In Ruſtics poor BLANCHARD long tea place, - 
"Twas Nature's own work, unally*d to Grindace, 
When his voice was attun*d-to a paſtoral lay, 
He ſent all his hearers in raptures away: 
Ah! well is he remember'd, as ng as blythe , 
| might be, - © wy [the lea.” 
' Nor loſt his * little plough-boy, who whiſtYd o'er 
; rm ———— 
Of manners unaſſuming, in Tom's* place 
The modeſt TownsarenD comes ; nor leſs eſteem'd 
, Within the private circle of his friends, 
Than in his public ſtation—-where he holds, 
(By induſtry obtain'd) a middle place.” 


[| | * In Tully, by Jaſus, that wag of a tief, 
Þ « Och Jounsroxe, my honey, you're priz'd by 
En O'Keefe ! 
« Och, wonder of ſweet little Ireland, come back, 
« A vaſt, great, big, fortune, is yours in a crack.” 
This ſpoke an Hibernian in Haymarket pit, 
In Colman's neat temple of whim and of wit ; 
To Paddy O' Blunders, through all their variety, 


By comedy mark'd with each ſtrange contrariety, 
* ELANCHARD: 
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The genius of Johnſtone is no way confin'd, 


His [ukle may vouch for the force of his mind, 


When elegant GooDALL, by nature adorn'd 


With a figure as graceful as ever was form'd, 


From her manager's BaTTLE or Hexnaw retir 'd, 


It prov'd how an aid like her own was requir'd. 
When a Farren is abſent—with ſpirit and grace, 
Who like Goodall can fill up that fav'rite's place? 


* WHrTFIELD's appearance ſpeaks him what he 1s, 


The gentleman both on and off the ſtage.” 
Thus ſpoke the man who venerates his worth, 


And thus the page receives it. 


ou 


Where is Rock, BzrxarD, Davrs? why loſt to a 


ſtage, | 
In which we have ſeen them attention engage ? 
The criric's attention, in parts-not a few, 
And-heard the loud plaudit, ſo juſtly their due. 
Cusirr, too! he is off; without wherefore, or why? 
Rogue G1BBET gone with him, and no þue and cry. 


Firſt in Opera trifles a BakxyYMoRs mov'd, 
In Meadows, in Aimworth, and others, approv'd. 
But: ſoon in a walk more important he's ſeen; 


Engag'd in the cauſe of the Tragedy Queen : 
With rapid improvement, his way he pursu'd, 
By Induſtry favour'd, with Genius endu'd. 
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; ye TT. DIES 
Who, when the garden, and the palace, claim 
Their breathing ſtatues, who can paint like thee 
Impreſſive taſteful SM1Rxxe?---How grand, how vaſt | 
Thy curtain of new Drury, in deſign, : 
Judicious MaLTon ! Thy receding ſcene, 
Of architectural beauty ſa decetves, 
The eye of Admiration, that we aſk--- 
«Is this majeſtic view, anreal ALL ? 
The riſing column, and the ſtately arch 
Can ne'er be pictur'd zhus ! *tis not in art”--- 
-=—==--Yes,*tis In art---For ſee, the gathering wind 
Gives motion to the canvas ! 
The Loves and Graces crowd the cheerful ſtages 
And hark ! the diſtant bells, in lively chime, 
Fling to the echoing ſpace their pleafing ſound ! 
The rural village is the ſubject now, 
Where Gzzrnwood's paſtoral beauties are pour- 

tray'd. 

Nature looks on, with wonder and delight, 
Views her own ſcenes by art ſo curious wrought, 
Views her tall poplars, waving to the wind, 
Her drooping willows kiſs the lucid ſtream.--- 
And now, the voice of mirth is heard no more, 
The lively chime, and village revels, change 
To the drear church-yard, and the folemn knell ! 
The while the filver moon beam, o'er the ſtream, 
Which ſkirts its mournful borders trembling darts, 
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And partial reſts upon the pictur'd urn, 

Placed, by the artiſt's cunning hand, beſide 

. The penſive yew tree ; whoſe funeral leaves 

Reflect their ſhadow on its marble baſe, _ 

And make its poliſh'd whiteneſs, ſtill more white ! 

What ſounds enchant, whoſe plaintive meaſure ſteals 

Upon my calm mind, ſoften*d by the view, 

Dear to the penſive muſe, and dear to me? 

Now its ſoft ſtrains in diſtance die away, 

And now again advancing, float in air; 

Afiſt the ſcene where Imitation reigns, 

And from fair Nature's ſelf the palm receives 

For truth, conception, freedom, power, and mind. 
Minp, without thee the painter's touch, how vain! 

What is the fine drawn tree, its foliage ſuch, 
So cloſely copied, that the niceſt eye = 

| Can no where find a fault? *Tis 1nd alone, 

In Fancy's landſcape, that muſt fix its place. 

What 1s high finiſhing, and objects true 

As hand can form, or niceſt {kill produce, 

If theſe are all the painter has to boaſt, ' 

To whom a taſte in 4/endrng 1s denied ? 

Tis a vain knowledge, and a flimſy boaſt, 

The real ariiſs jeſt, and Nature's ſcorn. 

— Walmſley, in all their picur'd force diſplays, 

_ Thy intereſting proſpects to our view, | 

Majeſtic Wales, where poets love to roam, 

And.catch a thought, as filence reigns around! 

While mountain, dale, and ſtream enchant the cye, 
And ſoooth to harmony the raptur'd ſoul. 
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THE FAIR UNFORTUNATE. 
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Unhappy ſex, who only claim, 
A being in the breath of Fame.” Mook. 


Unhappy ſex indeed! whom ruin waits, 
As, unprotected and expoſed by Fate, 
You mourn a father, or a guardian loſt! 
Denied the means to gain your honeſt bread, 
And deck'd with dangerous beauty, ſoon to fade 
Beneath the ſpoller's deſolating power ! 

The third act over—how the lobby fills! 
Ah! times are chang'd, and ſimple manners fled. 
Ere rural ſcenes, our fathers boaſt and pride, 
Were viſited by mattock, or by ſpade, 
And all their charms uptorn, /mall houſes ſerv'd. 
In Goodman's Fields : few fat in box or pit ; 
The laſt confin'd to gents and critzcs ſage, 
The other to more elevated rank: 
Except in upper tier, there ſat the punk 
In tinſell'd frippery, to watch her trade: 
A ftranger then, to ice, or dainty zea, 
Or blooming peach, or neFarine, or plum, 
Or ready meſſenger, in Betty, Jane, 
Who now in lobby wait their lady's beck, 
To execute her will : perhaps to watch _ 
Some cully's motions, who, from ſhop ſet free, 
In boot, and ribbon'd knee, and whiten'd pate, 


- : 
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| Stands all the artful fair one aſks, till pent 
In loathſome cell, ſhe leaves him to his fate, 
Her own abhorred work; and ſeeks another. 


But few it is, compar'd, who know their trade. - 


No; art is man's, and woman falls its victim! 


By nature lovely, guileleſs, innocent, 


They know not to deceive till dearly taught. 
Revenge and deſperation; urg'd by wrongs, 
And fix'd by hard misfortune, oft impel 


- Their trembling ſteps to ſcenes the foul condemns. 


The little Emily, twelve ſummers paſt, 
With pewter pots acroſs her ſhoulder flung, 
In fam'd King's-Place, was ſeen by queen, 
Of all the monſtrous herd who watch the hour, 
To entrap the ch/14, to hoary dotard doom'd.. 
A titled ſcoundrel gave the heavy purſe, 
And, Emily was raiſed to /rfe and /tyle. 


 Sooh 11 her lofty car ſhe roll'd along, 
With rein and whip in hand, in fam'd Hyde-Park, 
' And ſhone brilliant ſtar, how foon to fall! 


Imprudence prov'd her bane; while Jealouſy, 


 Diſfolv'd the chain by which his Grace was held, 
And Emily was thrown upon the town. 


By turns the different rheatres ſhe plied, 


And often pennyleſs and ſad returned, 


To think on days of happrer indigence, 


The paths of vice untried ! 


Now in ſad plight ſhe drags from door to door; 
*« All ſickly, pale, and wan,” and aſks for bread, 


__ 
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With ſorrowing, pleading look, and piteous tone, 
In Mary'bone fam'd ſtreets, for frail and fair. | 
There many a heart is open'to her tale ; 
While many a loſt one, with exploring eye, ' . 
Hear's ** Siſter think on me and heaven befriend,” 
Pronounc'd from death-ting'd lips, and inward + 
groans. 
Oh! who can view the lobby's crowded ſpace, 
View the vile ſpendthrift Lounger as he prowls, 
From nymph to nymph, with, © bold unbluſhing 
front,” S 
- And broad inſulting tongue, and calmly view ? 
With hat enormous, deck*'d with fierce cockade, 
The ſhameleſs youth with ſtruttihg gait appears: 
| © Who is he?” Obſervation curious cries ; 
& * A prentic'd haberdaſher,” Truth rejoins. 
Purſue his ſteps awhile—convenient Nan, 
Who deals in fruit it ſeems, but more in fleſh, 
Informs him how his fair, in priſon clos'd, 
Requeſts his aid to free her.'' Silken purſe, 
Freſh taken from the ſhop, is now drawn forth, 
| And on Nan's palm the golden guinea gleams, 
- From Till purloin'd—as yet a petty theft, 
= - To-morrow ſomething more is promis'd : Nan, 
If Now follows to his box, and hands her ware, 
a PLE: (Knowing her ſpark) to M/s, or MisTxess, nigh. 
' His lateſt hour exhauſted, home he ſkulks, 
if And meditates a deed of darkneſs there; 
A deed, perhaps, his deep-s/ft and his /aft.. 
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l >. Ad. ad it. i 
a. rr Does 1 


” 'Think not this painting overcharg'd, thou Cit, 
Who loitereſt at thy V1 LLA ER, 0 
Appointed that of leiſure and repoſe : 4 
Give not the fatal opportunity | ; 
To him whoſe morals you have ſworn to guard, b_ 
To drag a ruin on himſelf and thee.. _ 
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At a future period it is the intention of the Author of Tat 
Lonpon THEATRES to reſume the ſubjeft., 
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